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Find out if you are eligible to apply for Disabled Students’ Allowances 

(DSA) by visiting your relevant funding body’s website (for example 

Student Finance England).  

 

To apply you will need diagnostic evidence of a specific learning difficulty, 

impairment, health condition or disability. For a specific learning difficulty, 

you will need to provide a full diagnostic assessment report. 

For long term health, physical or sensory conditions students may 

request a medical professional to complete a Medical Evidence Form 

available from your funding body, or they can provide a letter or report. 

Your funding body will inform you of your eligibility or if they require any 

further information or evidence from you.  

The letter/email confirming you are eligible for DSA will include 
information about how to book a needs assessment. The needs 
assessment can be face to face or remote. 

At the needs assessment your study support recommendations will be 

discussed. 

 

After this assessment, your Needs Assessor will produce a report with 

recommendations for your funding body to approve. You will be sent a 

copy of this. 

After receiving this report, you need to wait for a letter from your funding 

body. 

Your funding body will send you an award letter/email confirming the 

approved support, contact details of suppliers and instructions to set up 

support. This letter is sometimes called a ‘DSA2’. 

Follow the instructions on your award letter/email to contact the suppliers 

and set up support. If you have not already, contact your 

college/university to understand how they are also able to support you, 

such as exam access arrangements. 

https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa/eligibility
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1162221/sfe_disability_evidence_form_2223_o.pdf

